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©HE DBGO^AmO^ AND FU^NISHEI^. 



[October, 1885. 



BOOK REVIEWS, 

"The Fine Art Library," published by Cassell & Co., bas 
given ue a new volume in the translation of *' The Dutch 
School of Painting," by Henry Havard, a volume correspond- 
ing in size and general appearance with those which have 
heretofore appeared in the same series. 

In the Dutch painters we find a form differing entirely 
from that of the painters to which we have been accustomed 
in the Italian and French schools. The tendency to religious 
subjects in works of art was not marked in the Dutch people, 
their disposition inclined them rather to the portrayal of their 
national characteristics, their history, their games, their 
domestic life. Churches did not exert an influence bo great 
with the Dutch as with their neighboring nations, and saints 
were very badly neglected in their calculations. In the place 
of these two ideal influences we find the home, the civil 
powers, the burghers, and the munfeipal buildings. Where the 
altar and the choir, or the cloister, demanded the skill of con- 
temporary painters In other places, the painters here devoted 
their time and talents to beautifying the ceiling of their town 
halls, the Btately chambers and salons of their old mansions. 
Children were not brought up with visions of martyrs. 
religions murders, massacres of innocents, and subjects of this 
gloomy and disagreeable character, but on the contrary, they 
were surrounded by scenes of their every-day life, portraits of 
their ancestors or of prominent men in their country's history. 
Such incidents are worthy of an artistic and a warm-hearted 
people. 

The book Is pleasantly written and well printed. 

"The Philosophy of Art in America," is a pamphlet of 
one hundred and thirty-six pages advocating the establishment 
of a national art gallery, a national art mentorship, a minister 
of Art a la Francaise, and a general installation of everything 
that pertains to.art or in any way conduces to Its establishment 
here. The argument Is carried out in a convincing and 
pertinent manner, the facts that the author, Carl De Muldor, 
quotes and the deductions he makes are honest and reason- 
able. 

The desirability of a public recognition of the tangible 
value of art we have often pointed out and enlarged upon. 
We believe thoroughly that this nation can never attain any 
creditable art standing, any standing that will entitle it to the 
respect of other nations as an authority upon art matters, 
until governmental influence Is exerted in its interest and the 
people appreciate its actual commercial value ; when these 
conditions prevail then may we hope for an artistic reign. 
While " our little marble cuplds are clothed In petticoats for 
decency's sake," or while art (?) papers and committees cry 
out against nudes and models, art can make progress only 
among the vicious, for it is degraded to the level of their 
understanding, and no efforts, be they ever so strong and no 
books however well written, can make any headway against 
such a wall of Ignorance. A notlee on the cover of a sub- 
scription book, reprints of salon pictures, etc., says that those 
who wish the numbers bound ■without the nudes can so have 
them. Whether this is a reflex of the imbecility of the public 
and represents a demand, or If It Is merely the disposition of 
the publisher to cater to the most degrading characteristic in 
human nature, It is alike discreditable and indicates a condition 
of mind as concerns art that is pitiable. 

A few more such works as " The Philosophy of Art," or a 
thorough distribution of that work may do much to correct 
this false standard created for art in crude brains. (Published 
by William R. Jenkins, 850 Sixth Avenue, N. T.) 

Whoever has heard the name of Dean Swift, talks of 
bim. It has been the prevailing disposition of persons of any 
pretensions to an understanding or appreciation of literature, 
to quote the witty Dean as the personification of satire and 
humor, and to make ambiguous and ill-defined references to 
certain more or less well known chapters In his works. There 
Is the peculiarity about Swift that he has been talked about 
to a much greater extent than read. This may be accounted 
for in a measure by the tendency in the writer as In the great 
majority even of talented writers of that age, to be rather 
prolix and conceal their brilliant sentences within verbiage and 
verbosity. To the ordinary reader the one who wishes to be 
generally well informed without going into the real philosophy 
of an author, a volume that embraces the best examples of 
one's work is entirely satisfactory and much more likely to be 
read than would be an unabridged editlou of a score of 
volumes. 

For this reason If no other, the " Prose Writings of 
Jonathan Swift," by Stanley Lane-Poole, is a valuable work 
and one that can be enjoyed from first to last. It includes ex- 
tracts from Gulliver's Travels, Battle of the Books, Tales of a 
Tub, English Political Papers, etc. In the dissertation on 
Polite Conversations there are hints and "chestnuts " that are 
met In the fashionable, dudisb, society gossip of to-day which 
are quoted by Swift as being one hundred years old and 
altogether worn out In his time. It would be well for those 
who Indulge in the common-place imbecilities of modern con- 
versation to Btudy this paragraph from the Dean. 

The book Is one of the parchment series brought out by D. 
Appleton & Co., la handy in size and neatly printed. 

The career of Gustav Dore", the greatest artist in black and 
white this century has yet seen, offers opportunities for the 
historian that have been taken full advantage of and utilized 
to the very best by Blanche Roosevelt in her " Life and Rem- 
iniscences of Gustav Dore." 

It is a question whether the judgment Is good which 
suggests devoting several chapters to the very early life of a 
man that later becomes celebrated. It is a common fault with 
biographers but a fault, nevertheless ; the record of the child- 
hood of every great man is more or less similar, and In the 
majority of instances the childhood is marked by nothing 
noticeable and nothing peculiar. 

Miss Roosevelt is a pleasing writer and a painstaking one ; 
she has gathered together In this volume a vast deal of In- 



formation, giving instances in the life of the man about whom 
Bhe wrlteB that will, doubtless, be new, and will be Interesting 
as well to a great number of her readers. 

Dore" has been In a great measure misunderstood, while his 
talent was exercised as an illustrator, and It was almost ex- 
clusively in that field his reputation was made, hi b ability as 
a pafnter was marked and lost sight of only because it was 
overshadowed by his other talent exerted fn Its great measure 
In another line. We have a vivid remembrance of two oil 
paintings by Dore" hung In the Salon of 1881, that dwarfed 
everything about them In their marvelous appeals to the 
senses, to the imagination, the wonderful portrayal of im- 
mensity and magnitude, and the absolute looellnesB and 
desolation the subjects required. These two canvases were 
marked by a genius that readily distinguished them from all 
else. 

This book before us is one that every admirer of Dore" 
should possess. (Cassell <fc Co., N. Y.) 

" Aulnay Tower."— Blanche Willis Howard.— Ticknor & 
Co., Boston. — "Aulnay Tower" is the latest from the pen of 
the author of " Guenn," which has already provoked favorable 
criticism and evoked a good deal of praise. It is a story of the 
Franco-German War, of a proud, impoverished French family 
dwindled down to an old marquis and his widowed niece, the 
marquis grown childish and depending on a young abbe 1 , who 
inhabits the chateaux with them,. and amuses the marquis while 
playing with bim, and having him entirely in his control. To 
the chateau come the enemy after the guns of Sedan, and quar- 
ter a colonel and his staff officers. Not a woman in the place 
but the young Countess Nathalie and her maid from Paris, this 
last a delightfully tiresome young person of the distinct order 
of soubrette. The leading characters one perceives are few. 
However they remain distinct and are well worked up. The 
action developed in the first few pages continues -briskly until 
the last, when the proud heroine, after a severe struggle with 
herself between love and patriotism, rewards the German noble, 
who Is aide-de-camp, with her hand, while her gay little serving 
maid trips to the altar on the arm of a big Saxon grenadier. 
But love Is not alone the motive of the novel, since the abbe" 
IntrlgueB with the French army under the very noses of the 
Germans in the chateaux, and signals in the night times from 
the tower that gleams for France. It Is not the fault of the 
Countess Nathalie that the signals fail, nor that the abbe" is 
surprised and killed behind his beacon lights. 

However, the plot is thready and the situations few. It is 
interestingly written, with a good many epigrammatic sayings 
on almost every other page. Here is a specimen of some. 
This Ir from the mouth of Maoette, the Paris maid : " If every- 
body knew his trade as well as I do 'mine, the world would go 
smoother. The toilet and the heart— that Is the twin study to 
which I devote my powers, and, modestly speaking, I am a 
success. Mystery, mystery is indispensable in both depart- 
ments." And here: "Sometimes fate administers curious 

rewards to the philosopher and the ostrich." That is a 

happy touch. 

Lyra Elbgantiabum, edited by Frederick Locker, is a 
collection of the best Vers de Societe and Vers d'Occasion in 
the English language by deceased authors. 

There have been sentimental, humorous, lyrical, descriptive 
and devotional collections given us in great number, we have 
been burdened and deluged with selections from the poets, 
merely as examples of their best or worst work, as the case 
might be, but we have no remembrance of meeting a volume 
of smoothly written Vers de Soctiti where a boudoir decorum is, 
or ought always to be preserved ; where sentiment never 
surges into passion, and where humor never overflows into 
boisterous merriment. Hitherto this kind of poetry has re- 
mained difficult of access to the majority of ordinary readers, 
because its most finished specimens have often lain scattered 
among masses of verse more ambitious In aim but frequently 
far less worthy of preservation. It seems only reasonable 
then that people who delight in this lighter kind of verse 
should be enabled to study their favorite pieces in a single 
volume. 

In the selection of these pieces the editor has shown a 
genuine appreciation of the tastes and preferences of those for 
whom he has gleaned, and the poems chosen for a place In the 
book are worthy, every one of them, of the distinction. 

The book is printed aud bound In the usual elegant style 
of White, Stokes & Allen, and is creditable alike to them and 
to the subjects within it. 

"Good Housekeeping " is a fortnightly publication, 
issued from Holyoke, Mass., and 111 Broadway, New York. 

It treats of matters connected with that foundation, and 
on which the comfort and happiness of all good and true 
people are founded. Its pages are teeming with practical in- 
formation, presented io a hearty and original way. 

We are convinced that the fathers aud mothers of the land 
will be glad to introduce it into their homes. $2.50 a year ; 
single copies, 10 cents. 

No. 29, Series A, Directory of Architects, sent us by the 
Useful PubllshlDg Company, 1293 Broadway, New York, is a 
small paper covered pamphlet, giving a revised and carefully 
selected and we judge as nearly a perfect list as it is possible 
to make up. For the amount of information given and the 
careful manner in which It Is given, the price, $1.00, Is a very 
reasonable one. 

The Woman's Institute of Technical Design opened the 
sessions of 1885-86 on Thursday, September 24, being the fifth 
year of the establishment of the school. Miss Florence A. 
Densmore is General Superintendent and Secretary. 

In Germany the evolution of such an artistic personality as 
that of Arnold Bocklin is stranger and less open to explain 
than are similar appearances among ourselves or our neighbors. 
No recent phase of Teutonic literature or thought can be said 
to have generated or to be exactly reflected in his Idealistic, 
pagan, yet thoroughly real art. He stands equally distant 
from the Germanic, classic, and archaistlc schools of the 
revival which took place In the earlier part of the century— 



those of Cornelius, Schnorr, Overbeck, and Kaulbach— as 
from the semi-conventional romantic movement headed later 
by Karl Piloty, under the Influence of Delaroche and kindred 
painters of the French school. The former styles were already 
on the wane at the commencement of Herr Bocklin's artistic 
career, and though the latter fashion was at that time in fuL. 
bloom, it seems never to have seriously influenced his art. 
Still less has the master In common with the absolute, patient 
realism of the most modern schools of Munich and Berlin, a 
style which was no doubt in the first place generated by the 
youngest art of modern France, but which— especially since 
the great Franco-German war— has taken strong root and 
given forth fresh growths. There is, Indeed, a remarkable 
analogy between what is now taking place in the schools of 
Germany and the direction given to Dutch art at the termina- 
tion of the great wars of the Netherlands with Spain.— Maga- 
zine of Art for October. 

A Corporation with a Soul.— In a circular dated May 1, 
1880, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company announced 
that, on the petition of a number of Its employees, after a very 
thorough examination and study of benevolent railway 
organizations in Great Britain, France, and Germany, having a 
full appreciation of the advantages which experience has 
uniformly shown may be enjoyed by the employers and 
employees of railroad and other large corporations where 
benevolent relief' societies have been put into operation, It 
thereby inaugurated an Employee's Relief Association, which 
was subsequently Incorporated by special act of the Legislature 
of Maryland, June 3, 1882. 

The Baltimore and Ohio board of directors, by a resolution 
guaranteeing the absolute fulfillment of all the promises and 
provisions of the constitution of the association, made the 
following announcement : 

" To give further force and effect to this plan, and as an 
earnest of Its solicitude for their comfort and welfare, the 
company bas contributed $100,000 as the nucleus of a fund 
from which its employees can derive pecuniary relief in the 
event of becoming Incapacitated for earning their livelihood 
or by means of which, in the event of death, they may leave 
some provision for their families upon condition that they 
will second its endeavor to promote their welfare by making 
such contributions to the fund as will secure its permanency 
and effectiveness. 

"The company will also, without expense to the fund, 
give the services of Its staff In conducting the clerical and 
other business necessary to its proper management ; office- 
room for its records, etc. ; and, whenever It Is neeessary or 
desirable to employ females or children for such work as they 
are qualified to perform, preference will be given to the 
widows, wives, slaters* and children of , its faithful con- 
tributing employees over other applicants in the order above 
named. 

" It will also make arrangements by which the children of 
those contributing to the fund, under Blxteeu years of age, 
shall travel free when going to or returning from school, over 
all its lines for distances under ten miles, and will give half- 
fare transportation to contributors, their wives and children 
traveling over its lines. 

"Also, having learned of the pecuniary necessities of 
persons formerly in its service, and being anxious and aolicl- 
tousthat its present and future employees, although escaping 
accidents and sickness while in the discharge of doty, shall 
not* find themselves without means of support whenever, 
through approaching old age or the contraction of infirmities, 
they become unable to perform the services assigned them or 
to earn a livelihood In other pursuits, it has added to the In- 
demnity features of the plan Its superannuation or annuity 
provision, which It commends to their consideration and 
adoption." — From " The Relations of Railway Managers and 
Employees, by Dr. W. T. Barnard, in Popular Science Monthly 
for October. 

A Musical Propbssob— A Modern American Fable.— A 

monkey, having had the advantage of a three months' tour on 
an Italian's organ, returned to its former home and took up 
the profession of a teacher of music. 

He succeeded beyond his most sanguine expectations. 
His native forest resounded with the melody of the drum, the 
tambourine, and the Jew's harp. The noise and racket were 
so great, that maoy quiet and respectable monkey families 
moved to a. distance. 

Moral.—- If you live in a thickly settled neighborhood and 
possess a piano, do not allow each of your six daughters to 
practise on It four hours a day.— Casselfs Family Magazine for 
October. . 

We have just received the following notice of change In a 
well known Parisian house : 

Nous avons l'honneur de porter A. votre connaissance que 
la Socles DUCHER et O 6tant arrived a l'expiratlon de son 
terme legal, et M. Duohbt s'etant retire, nous reprenons, a" 
partir d'aujourd'hut, la suite, des affaires de la 

LIBRAIRIB GENBRALE DB L'ARCHITBOTURB ET DBS TRAVAUZ 
PUBLICS. 

Esperant que vous voudrez Men contiouer a la nouvelle 
Malson la confianee que vous accordlez a l'auclenne, et que 
nous aurons ensemble les mfimes relations excellentes que par 
le passe, nous vous prions de prendre note de nos deux signa- 
tures sociales ci-dessous. 

Recevez, Monsieur, l'assurance de nos sentiments les plus 
distlngues. 

ANDBi, DALT PILS & C e 

51 Rue des Ecoles, Paris. 
Books received : 

" Beyond the Valley," by Andrew Jackson Davis, illus- 
trated, 400 pages, published by Colby & Rich, Boston, price, 

"The Occult World," by A. P. Siunett, author of 
" Esoteric Buddhism," 16mo, 81.25. Houghton, Mifllin&Co., 
Boston. 

"Fifty Years of London Life," by Edmund Yates, 444 
pages, with portrait. Harper & Bros. 



